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Dr.  Hanson,  whose  appointment  as  Acting  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  terminated  on  31st  December,  1938, 
declines  to  accept  the  responsibility  of  this  Annual  Report, 
maintaining  that  it  is  not  her  duty  to  compile  the  same. 


Dr.  Morrison,  who  is  now  your  Acting  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  confirms  from  the  records  in  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  the  accuracy  of  the  detailed  statements  which 
appear  in  this  report. 
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III.— SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

1 —  Area,  in  acres  -  6,229. 

2 —  Population  -  1931  Census  -  20,750. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population, 
mid  1938  -  22,530. 

3 —  Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1938,  according  to  the 

rate  book  -  6,149. 

4 —  Rateable  Value  -  December,  1938  -  £134,356. 

5 —  Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  -  £514. 


Social  Conditions. 

The  District  is  divided  into  four  Wards. 

1  —  DUNSTON.  This  Ward  represents  the  largest  proportion  of 
the  population  of  the  district,  and,  while  it  was  at  one  time 
chiefly  industrial,  it  is  becoming  more  residential,  due  to 
the  amount  of  building  which  has  been  undertaken  in  the 
last  year.  The  Industries  include  Heavy  Industries,  Flour 
Mills,  Soap  Works,  Shipping,  and  the  Power  Station. 

2 —  SWALWELL.  This  Ward  is  largely  industrial,  chiefly  Coal 

mining,  Brickworks  and  Ironworks. 

■  -A 

3 —  WHICKHAM  (including  Sunniside.)  This  Ward  is  mainly  rural, 

and,  though  residential  for  the  greater  part,  is  partly 
industrial,  including  Coal  mining. 

4 —  MARLEY  HILL.  This  Ward  is  very  scattered,  and  essentially 

rural.  Coal  mining  is  the  chief  industry. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  boundaries  of  the 
Urban  District  during  1938. 
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Unemployment. 

Unemployment  shows  an  increase  over  1937  in  the  figures 
supplied  by  Mr.  MacDonald  of  the  Dunston  Labour  Exchange, 
but  I  am  informed  that  the  figure  for  1937  was  exclusive  of 
persons  resident  in  the  adjoining  district  of  Gateshead,  but  who 
register  at  the  Dunston  Exchange. 

In  the  area  served  by  the  Exchange,  unemployment  has 
decreased  during  the  year. 


1933  - 

1,827; 

1936 

1,001; 

1934  - 

1,387; 

1937  - 

650; 

1935  - 

1,301; 

1938  - 

800. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 

Births. 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Live  (  Legitimate  •••  359  191  168 

Births  1  Illegitimate  ...  14  4  10 

The  birth  rate  was  16' 55  per  thousand  of  the  estimated 
population,  which  shows  an  increase  of  0-56  compared  with  the 
birth  rate  of  1937. 

A  graph  shewing  the  birth  and  death  rates  for  the  eight 
years  period  1931  -  1938  is  given  on  page  8. 

The  following  table  shows  the  birth  rate  for  the  last  six 
years  in  the  Whickham  Urban  District:- 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  for  1933  -  15*36. 


do. 

do. 

do. 

1934  -  14*72. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1935  -  16*45. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1936  -  16*72. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1937  -  15*99. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1938  -  16*55. 

The  table  on  page  10  gives  the  birth  rate  of  the  Whickham 

Urban  District 

compared  with 

that  of  the 

County  Boroughs 

and  Great  Towns. 


Graph  shewing  Birth  and  Death  Rates  in  the  Whickham  Area  for  the  8  years  1931-1938. 
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Total. 

Male. 

Female.. 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

16 

9 

7 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

1 

Rate  per  1000  (live  and  still  births) 

1936  ... 

38*67. 

do.  do. 

1937  ... 

30*54. 

do.  do. 

1938  ... 

46*03. 

Deaths. 

Total  256.  Male  136. 

Female 

120. 

A  table  showing  the  deaths  classified  by  causes,  ages  and 
wards  is  given  on  page  12. 

Death  Rate.  The  death  rate  is  11*36  per  1000  of  the  resid¬ 
ent  population. 

Death  rate  per  1000  estimated  resident  population,  1932  -  12*11, 


do. 

do. 

do. 

1933  - 

11*67. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1934  - 

10*75. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1935  - 

12*92. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1936  - 

10*77. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1937  - 

10*63. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1938  - 

1 1  *  36.. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  -  all  ages  •••  26. 

Deaths  from  Measles  -  all  ages  •••  2. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  -  all  ages  none. 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  -  under  2  years  4. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

There  were  4  deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  in  1938,  as. 
compared  with  none  in  1937,  and  3  in  1936. 

Deaths  Rate  per  1000. 

(Live  and  still  births) 

Puerperal  Sepsis  .  2  ...  5*11. 

Other  Puerperal  causes  2  ...  5*11. 

Total 


4 


10*22. 
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Infant  Mortality. 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  •••  •••  •••  64-34. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births...  61-28. 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  142-86. 


There  were  24  infant  deaths  in  1938,  compared  with: — 

1933  ...  17  infant  deaths. 

1934  ...  17  infant  deaths. 

1935  •••  22  infant  deaths. 

1936  ...  18  infant  deaths. 

1937  .  28  infant  deaths. 

A  graph  showing  the  infantile  mortality  rate  in  the 
Whickham  area  for  the  18  years  period  1920  -  1938  is  given  on 
page  10a. 

A  table  showing  the  infant  mortality  classified  in  causes, 
ages,  sexes  and  wards  is  given  on  page  13. 


The  following  table  shows  a  comparison  between  the  chief 
vital  statistics  of  the  Whickham  Urban  District  and  some  other 
areas  for  1938:- 


Rate  per  1000 
Total  population. 

Annual 
Death 
Rate 
per  1000 
population 
all  causes 

Total  per  1000 
Live  Births. 

Live 

Births 

Still 

Births 

Diarrhoea 

&Enteritis 

(under 

2  years) 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1  year 

England  and  Wales 

15-1 

0-60 

11-6 

5-5 

53 

126  County  Boroughs  and 

Great  Towns. 

(including  London) 

15-0 

0-65 

11-7 

7-8 

57 

148  Smaller  Towns 

(Estimated  Res.  Popul’tn 
25000  to  50,000  at  Census 
1931) 

15-4 

0-60 

11-0 

3-6 

51 

London  (Administrative  County) 

13-4 

0-48 

11-4 

13-1 

57 

Whickham  U.  D.  ... 

16-55 

0-79 

11-36 

5-3 

64-34 

120 

110 

100 

90 

80 

70 

60 

50 


Graph  shewing  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  in  the  Whickham  Area  since  1920. 
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THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  SHORT  LIST  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  FOR  1938. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Alt  Causes 

•  •  • 

... 

136 

120 

1 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

•  •  • 

_ 

_ 

2 

Measles  ... 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

— 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

5 

Diphtheria 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

3 

— 

6 

Influenza 

•  •  • 

... 

7 

5 

7 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

•  •  • 

.  •  . 

— 

1 

8 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

— 

— 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system... 

.  •  . 

6 

2 

10 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

1 

11 

Syphilis 

•  •  • 

... 

— 

— 

12 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane 

,  tabes  dorsalis 

2 

— 

13 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

15 

11 

14 

Diabetes 

... 

2 

4 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

5 

6 

16 

Heart  disease 

... 

•  •  . 

22 

21 

17 

Aneurvsm 

... 

•  •  • 

— 

18 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

18 

17 

19 

Bronchitis 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

_ 

6 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

•  .  • 

•  •  . 

4 

3 

21 

Other  Respiratory  diseases 

... 

.  .  . 

1 

— 

22 

Peptic  Ulcer 

•  .  • 

•  •  . 

2 

1 

23 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

,  ,  . 

.  •  . 

3 

1 

24 

Appendicitis 

... 

.  .  . 

2 

— 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

... 

.  ,  . 

— 

— 

26 

Other  diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

... 

.  . 

1 

— 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

w  •  • 

•  .  . 

2 

6 

28 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

.  . 

•  •  . 

4 

S 

29 

Puerperal  sepsis  ... 

... 

... 

— 

2 

30 

Other  puerperal  causes 

. . . 

... 

— 

2 

31 

Congenital  debility,  premature 

birth  and 

malformations,  etc. 

... 

.  . 

6 

5 

32 

Senility  ... 

... 

... 

5 

5 

33 

Suicide 

.  •  • 

.  . 

— 

—  — 

34 

Other  violence 

•  •  • 

•  • 

13 

4 

35 

Other  defined  diseases 

•  •  . 

•  .  . 

10 

9 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

•• 

... 

1 

' 

Diarrhoea,  2  years  or  over 

... 

... 

— 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above) 

Small  pox 

.  .  . 

... 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

... 

... 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

.  .  . 

... 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  f 

Legitimate 

10 

12 

year  of  age  1 

Illegitimate 

... 

2 

— 

Totals 

... 

12 

12 

12  TABLE  OF  CAUSES  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1938. 
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The  foregoing  tables  are  compiled  from  deaths  which  are 
registered  during  the  year,  while  the  table  of  General  Causes 
on  page  1 1  is  compiled  from  deaths  which  actually  occur  during 
the  year.  Further  variations  between  the  two  tables  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  Registrar  General  obtains 
from  the  Certifying  Medical  Practitioner  extra  information  re¬ 
garding  certain  individual  cases. 


IV.— SECTION  B. 

There  has  been  no  change  or  development  in  the  following 
services  in  the  area:- 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

(b)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

(c)  Hospitals  -  Public  and  Voluntary. 

(d)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

(e)  Nursing  in  the  home. 

In  an  effort  to  reduce  the  maternal  mortality, .  the  County 
has  instituted  the  Midwives’  Act  ftf  1936;  as  a  result  of  this 
trained  Midwives  are  available  in  every  maternity  case,  thus 
abolishing  the  use  of  handiwomen. 

Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act,  1927. 

The  Chalet  Nursing  Home,  situated  in  Whickham,  is  run 
on  modern  and  efficient  lines.  It  deals  with  maternity  and 
other  cases,  and  is  periodically  visited  and  inspected. 


V.— SECTION  C. 

1.  Water. 

There  were  no  extensions  to  the  public  water  supply  during 
1938.  The  supply  is  adequate,  and  of  good  quality. 

During  the  year  a  sample  of  public  supply  was  submitted 
to  chemical  analysis,  and  was  reported  on  as  follows:- 
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‘This  is  a  water  of  moderate  hardness,  similar  in  this 
“respect  to  London  water  supplies.  The  hardness  is 
“chiefly  temporary,  that  is,  removable  by  boiling.  This 
“water  is,  in  our  opinion,  and  chemically  speaking,  suit¬ 
able  for  drinking,  and  for  general  domestic  and  industrial 

<  <■  y  y 

uses  . 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

During  1938,  the  work  was  completed  on  the  construction 
of  the  new  sewer  from  Sunniside  to  the  River  Tyne. 

3.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  River  Tyne  is  grossly  polluted.  The  local  authorities 
on  both  sides  of  the  river  are  largely  responsible  for  this 
pollution,  which  seems  likely  to  continue. 

4.  Closet  Accommodation. 

At  the  end  of  1938,  there  were  6,370  water-closets  and  310 
ash-closets  in  the  area.  The  following  table  shows  the  number 
of  water-closets  and  ash-closets  in  the  area  during  the  past 
eight  years.  _ 


Years 

Water 

Closets. 

Ash 

Closets 

1931 

4414 

239 

1932 

4561 

239 

1933 

4765 

178 

1934 

5142 

168 

1935 

5350 

168 

1936 

5883 

355 

1937 

6221 

353 

1938 

6370 

310 

The  increase  in  1936  was  due  to  the  boundary  extension. 

A  survey  has  been  made  of  the  ash-closets  in  the  recently 
acquired  Sunniside  area,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a  conversion 
scheme  affecting  approximately  130  premises  will  be  carried  out 
during  the  coming  year. 
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5.  Public  Cleansing. 

The  following  information  relative  to  Public  Cleansing  has 
been  supplied  to  me  by  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor:- 

Scavenging  of  Roads  and  Streets. 

The  system  of  sweeping  was  reorganised,  as  far  as  Dunston 
was  concerned.  The  orderly-truck  system  was  instituted  with 
very  satisfactory  results.  The  streets  in  this  part  of  the 
district  are  now  swept  three  times  per  week,  against  once  per 
week  previously. 

Refuse  Collection. 

Ninety-five  per  cent  of  this  service  is  executed  by  mechan¬ 
ical  vehicles.  Collection  takes  place  once  per  week,  and  more 
often  in  the  case  of  business  premises  and  butchering  shops 
where  required. 

The  number  of  tons  collected  per  annum  is  10,142,  and  the 
number  of  houses  and  other  premises  served  6,000.  The 
weight  per  1,000  population  per  day  is  27  cwts.,  and  the  method 
of  disposal  is  by  means  of  tipping. 

8.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

I  have  received  the  following  report  from  Mr.  Don,  Chief 
Sanitary  Officer:- 
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SUMMARY  of  Work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector' s  Department  during  the 
year  1938  in  the  URBAN  DISTRICT  of  WHICKHAM. 


1.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Number  of  Informal 

written  notice*  by 

Inspector 

Number  of  Formal 
Notices  by  order  of 
Authority 

1 

Number  of  Nuisances 
abated  after 

Notice 

General  Remarks 

Dwelling-houses  /  Foul  Conditions 

16 

16 

and  |  Structural  Defects 

156 

142 

Schools.  Overcrowding 

Lodging-houses 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ... 

1 

1 

Cowsheds 

12 

12 

Bakehouses  ... 

4 

4 

Slaughter-houses 

6 

6 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

6 

6 

Waterclosets... 

12 

12 

Defeative  Yard  Paving  ... 

25 

22 

/  Defective  Traps  ... 

House  1  ..  ..  .  , 

.  i  No  disconnection  from  sewers 

17 

17 

Drainage 

'  Other  Faults 

5 

5 

Water  Supply 

17 

17 

Pigsties 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

2 

2 

Offensive  Trades 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Other  Nuisances 

17 

16 

Totals 

296 

278 

IS 


FACTORY  ACT,  1937. 


1 — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Numbkh  of 


Premises. 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

9 

— 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  ... 

16 

2 

— 

*Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (including 
works  of  building  and  engineering  con¬ 
struction  but  not  including  outworkers’ 
premises) 

_ 

— 

— 

■•^Electrical  Stations  should 
be  reckoned  as  factories.  lOlAL 

25 

2 

— 

2— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which  Pros¬ 
ecutions 
were 
instituted 

Found, 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (s.  1) 

3 

3 

Overcrowding  (s 

.  ~ )  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (s.  3) 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (s.  4) 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (s.  6)... 

— 

— 

insufficient 

1 

1 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 

unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

1 

1 

(s.  7) 

,  not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

Other  offences.. 

.  •  •  .  •••  ...  ... 

— 

— 

(Not  including 

offences  relating  to  Home 

Work  or  offences  under  the  sections  men- 

tioned  in  the  schedule  to  the  Ministry  of 

Health  (Factories  &  Workshops  Transfer 

of  Powers)  Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted 

in  the  Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories 

Act,  1937) 

Total 

5 

5 
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OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES, 

(Section  108  of  Act  of  1901;  Section  III  of  Act  of  1937) 


Nature  of  Work. 

Instances 

\ 

Notices  | 
served.  j 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Wearing  Apparel — 

Making,  etc., 

Cleaning  and  washing 

Household  linen 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 

Curtains  and  furniture  hangings  ... 

Furniture  and  upholstery 

Electro-plate 

File  making 

Brass  and  brass  articles 

F"ur  pulling 

Cables  and  chains 

Anchors  and  Grapnels  ... 

Cart  gear  ... 

Locks,  latches  and  keys 

Umbrellas,  &c. 

Artificial  flowers 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets  ...  ...  ' 

Tents 

Sacks 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 

Paper,  etc.,  boxes,  paper  bags 

Brush  making 

Pea  picking 

Feather  sorting 

Carding,  &c.,  of  buttons,  &c, 

Stuffed  toys 

Basket  making 

Chocolates  and  sweetmeats 

Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers, 

Christmas  stockings,  etc. 

Textile  weaving 

Lamp  Shades 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

! 

Total 

nil. 

nil 

nil. 
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3.  Water  Courses. 

One  water  course  was  found  to  be  obstructed,  and  notice 
was  served  on  the  owner  and  the  obstruction  was  removed  and 
the  water  course  cleansed. 

4.  Shops  Act,  1934. 

The  Shops’  Inspector  reported  four  cases  of  defective- 
sanitary  accommodation  during  the  year.  These  matters  were 
taken  up  with  the  people  concerned  and  completed  informally. 

5.  Smoke  Abatement. 

No  smoke  observations  were  taken  during  1938. 

6.  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  Swimming  Baths  or  Pools  in  the  area. 

7.  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

The  following  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  in  varying 
degrees:- 

Council  Houses  •••  26. 

Other  Houses  •••  18. 

The  method  of  eradication  is  by  spraying  with  “Zaldecide’N 
an  insecticide  manufactured  by  Messrs  Newton  Chambers  &  Co. 
A  second  spraying  is  done  after  a  lapse  of  10  -  14  days,  in  order 
to  kill  any  bugs  which  may  have  hatched  since  the  initial 
spraying. 

This  method  is  attended  with  a  reasonable  degree  of 
success,  depending  largely  on  the  willingness  of  the  tenant  to 
co-operate  in  this  work. 

Disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  a  servant  of  the  Council,, 
under  direction  of  this  department. 

From  the  figures  given  above,  it  will  be  seen  that  less  than 
2%  of  Council  houses  were  found  to  be  infested,  there  being 
approximately  1,400  Council  houses. 
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This,  I  think,  clearly  indicates  that  the  standard  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  is  high  -  though  the  incorrigible  tenant  remains  to  perplex 
those  concerned  with  his  welfare. 

8.  Schools. 

No  Public  Elementary  School  was  closed  during  1938  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  disease. 

The  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  of  the  schools  are 
adequate  and  satisfactory. 


VI. -SECTION  D. 

Housing. 

No  clearance  areas  were  made  by  the  Council  or  confirmed 
by  the  Minister  during  the  year. 

This,  however,  does  not  mean  that  your  Slum  Clearance 
programme  is  complete,  as  it  is  hoped  to  deal  with  a  number  of 
unfit  houses  by  means  of  Clearance  during  the  coming  year. 

The  work  of  National  Defence  has  occupied  much  time 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  devoted  to  more  constructive 
ends. 

There  is  still  an  acute  shortage  of  houses  to  let  at  rents 
which  the  ordinary  working  man  of  this  district  can  afford  to 
pay. 

The  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  are  mostly  for  sale 
or  to  let  at  rents  beyond  the  means  of  a  large  percentage  of 
the  people. 

The  demand  for  Council  houses  continues,  there  being  a 
waiting  list  of  480  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Tenants,  other  than  those  displaced  by  Slum  Clearance,  are 
carefully  chosen  by  this  Department,  according  to  their  degree 
of  need.  Families  in  which  separate  bedroom  accommodation 
is  required  by  reason  of  a  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  are 
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given  the  first  preference.  Where  other  medical  reasons  are 
given  a  medical  certificate  must  be  produced. 

Each  case  is  considered  on  its  merits,  and  the  house  allo¬ 
cated  to  the  person  who  is  most  deserving  in  the  opinion  of 
your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  allocation  of  these  houses  leads  to  much  dissatisfaction 
among  the  general  public,  and  as  long  as  the  demand  so  greatly 
exceeds  the  supply  this  feeling  is  likely  to  continue. 


The  following  table  shows  the  Council  houses  allocated:- 


Ward. 

Bungalow 

bedrooms 

3 

bedrooms 

4 

bedrooms 

Total 

Whickham 

,  ■ 

5 

1 

1 

7 

Dunston  . 

1 

7 

7 

— 

15 

Marley  Hill 

— 

5 

— 

5 

Swalwell  . 

1 

11 

2 

— 

14 

Total  ••• 

2 

23 

15 

1 

41 

Housing  Statistics  for  1938. 

1— Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(l)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  650 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1523 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 
head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  record¬ 
ed  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  73 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re¬ 
ferred  to  under  the  preceding  sub  head)  found  not 
to  he  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habi¬ 
tation  •••  • • •  •••  •••  4 1  a 

2- Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without 
service  of  Formal  Notices: - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  326 

3—  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  •••  •••  nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices:- 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  •  ••  •  ••  •••  nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  nil. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices:- 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  •  •••  nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ... 
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(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  •••  .  •••  •  ••  niL 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit...  •  ••  ...  •••  •••  nil. 

4— Housing  Act,  1936  -  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  307 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  315 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  1428 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  •••  ...  2 

(c)  (l)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  75 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  has  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  none.. 


VII.— SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision£of  Food. 

a.  Milk  Supply. 

There  are  21  Dairy  Farms  and  5  Dairies  in  the  Urban  Area. 
Regular  inspection  of  all  premises  has  been  carried  out. 

I  regret  to  report  that  in  a  number  of  cases  the  standard 
of  cleanliness  is  much  lower  than  is  desirable  in  premises  pro¬ 
ducing  a  vital  food. 
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It  is  increasingly  obvious  that  steam  sterilisation  is  an 
essential  component  of  dairy  equipment,  particularly  where 
milking  machines  are  in  use.  While  the  modern  milking 
machine  is  a  very  efficient  aid  to  dairy  farming,  its  cleansing  is 
a  long  and  tedious  process  unless  a  steam  chest  is  used. 

In  one  or  two  farms  the  idea  of  what  constitutes  clean  milk 
production  is  little  short  of  primitive. 


This  question  is  at  present  engaging  the  earnest  attention 
of  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


During  the  year  58  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to 
King’s  College,  Newcastle,  for  bacteriological  examination. 


Particulars  of  the  results  are  appended. 

PLATE  COUNT  EXAMINATION. 


\ 

Sample 

No. 

Grade. 

Bacterial  count 
per  c.c. 

B,  Coli. 

1 

Ordinary 

6,800 

Present  in  1  c.c. 

2 

Ordinary 

40,610 

Present  in  1/10  c.c. 

3 

Ordinary 

2.500 

Absent. 

4 

Ordinary 

4,580 

Absent. 

5 

Ordinary 

2,070 

Absent. 

6 

Ordinary 

4,690 

Present  in  1  c.c. 

7 

Ordinary 

10,830 

Present  in  1  c.c. 

8 

Ordinary 

12,920 

Present  in  1/10  c.c, 

9 

Ordinary 

118,650 

Present  in  1/10  c.c. 

10 

Ordinary 

1,020 

Present  in  1  c.c. 

11 

Ordinary 

14,370 

Present  in  1  c.c. 

12 

Ordinary 

3,170 

Absent. 

13 

Ordinary 

12,000 

Present  in  1  c.c, 

14 

Ordinary 

7,500 

Absent, 

METHYLENE  BLUE  &  COLIFORM  TEST. 
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Sample 

No. 

Grade 

Methylene 
Blue  'Test. 

B. 

Coli. 

1/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Absent. 

2/38 

Accredited 

Satisfactory 

Absent. 

3/38 

Ordinary 

Failed 

Present 

in 

1/100  c.c. 

3a, '38 

Ordinary 

Failed 

Present  in 

1/100  c.c. 

4/38 

Ordinary 

Failed 

Absent. 

4a/ 38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Absent. 

5/38 

Accredited 

Satisfactory 

Present 

in 

1/100  c.c. 

5a/38 

Ordinary 

Failed 

Present 

in 

1/10  c.c. 

6/38 

Accredited 

Satisfactory 

Present 

in 

1/100  c.c. 

6a/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Present 

in 

1/100  c.c. 

7/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Present 

in 

1/100  c.c. 

7a/38 

Ordinary 

Failed 

Present  in 

1/100  c.c. 

8/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Absent. 

9/38 

Ordinary 

Failed 

Absent. 

10/38 

Ordinary 

Failed 

Present 

in 

1/100  c.c. 

1 1/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Present 

in 

1/100  c.c. 

12/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Absent. 

1 3/38 

O rdinary 

Satisfactory 

Present 

in 

1/100  c.c. 

14/38 

Ordinary 

Failed 

Absent. 

5  b/' 3  8 

Accredited 

Satisfactory 

Present 

in 

1/10  c.c. 

6b/38 

Ordinary 

Failed 

Present 

in 

1/100  c.c. 

15/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Absent. 

16/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Absent. 

17/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Present 

in 

1/10  c.c. 

18/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Present 

in 

1/100  c.c. 

19/38 

Ordinary 

Failed 

Present 

in 

1/100.  c.c. 

20/38 

Ordinary 

Failed 

Absent. 

21/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Present 

in 

1/100  c.c. 

22/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Present 

in 

1/100  c.c. 

23/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Present 

in 

1/100  c.c. 

25/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Present 

in 

1/10  c.c. 

26/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Present 

in 

1/10  c.c. 

27/38 

Ordinary 

Failed 

Present 

in 

1/100  c.c. 

28/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Present 

in 

1/10  c.c. 

29/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Present 

in 

1/10  c.c. 

30/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Absent. 

31/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Present 

in 

1/10  c.c. 

32/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Present 

in 

1/10  c.c. 

33/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Absent. 

34/38 

Accredited 

Satisfactory 

Present 

in 

1/100  c.c. 

35/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Absent. 

36/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Absent. 

37/38 

Ordinary 

Satisfactory 

Present 

in 

1/100  c.c. 

38/38 

Accredited 

Satisfactory 

Absent. 
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traded  Milks. 

There  are  three  “Accredited”  herds  in  the  district,  and  it  is 
pleasing  to  record  that  in  these  farms  the  standard  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  is  consistently  high. 

While  the  graded  herds  are  only  14%  of  the  total  dairy 
herds  in  the  area,  they  represent  24%  of  the  cow  population. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  encourage  other  producers  to 
attain  a  standard  which  will  qualify  them  for  a  graded  milk 
licence. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  following  licences  were 
issued  by  the  Council  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Order,  1936:- 

Two  dealer's  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin-tested  milk. 

Two  supplementary  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin-tested  milk. 

One  dealer’s  licence  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk. 

Two  supplementary  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk. 

There  are  no  Pasteurising  Plants  in  this  area. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915. 

During  the  year  34  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to 
Kings  College  Laboratory  for  biological  examination  for  the 
presence  of  tubercle;  of  these,  3  samples  (or  8-8%)  proved  posi¬ 
tive  and  were  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  through  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

In  two  cases  the  offending  cow  was  identified  and  slaughter¬ 
ed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 

In  the  remaining  case,  the  animal  responsible  could  not  be 
traced,  and  subsequent  samples  gave  a  negative  result.  One 
cow  from  this  herd  was  sold  for  slaughter  in  the  interval  be¬ 
tween  taking  the  sample  and  the  result  becoming  known. 

In  connection  with  this  work,  I  should  like  to  gratefully 
record  the  assistance  and  co-operation  I  have  received  from  the 
Ministry’s  Veterinary  Officer  (Mr.  E.  R.  Callendar,  m.r.c.v.s.) 
and  his  staff. 
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b.  Meat  and  Foods. 

There  are  eight  Licensed  Slaughter-houses  in  the  Urban 
Area,  and  in  all  of  these,  regular  slaughtering  is  carried  on. 

Much  of  your  officials’  time  has  been  devoted  to  this  work 
during  the  year,  as  slaughtering  also  takes  place  on  Sundays, 
and  before  and  after  normal  office  hours.  The  hourly  bus 
service  which  operates  between  Whickham  and  Dunston,  is 
responsible  for  much  loss  of  time. 

Generally  speaking,  the  quality  of  animals  killed  is  high; 
bullocks  aud  heifers  predominating. 

With  few  exceptions  (e.g.  the  annual  holiday  period)  every 
animal  killed  within  the  district  for  human  consumption  is 
inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter.  Some  idea  of  the  work  in¬ 
volved  may  be  obtained  from  the  fact  that  786  visits  were  paid 
to  slaughter-houses  during  the  year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  inspected 
in  the  various  slaughter-houses:- 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known)  ...  ...  ★ 

Number  inspected  ... 

663 

38 

22 

2190 

217 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

_ 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

46 

10 

30 

12 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affect¬ 
ed  with  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis  ... 

6-5 

26-3 

00 

1-4 

5-5 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

1 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

51 

11 

, 

_ 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affect¬ 
ed  with  tuberculosis 

8-0 

31-6 

_ 

_ 

2-7 

★  The  number  killed  is  approximately 
the  same  as  the  number  inspected. 

( 
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I  would  particularly  direct  the  attention  of  the  Council  to 
the  foregoing  table  showing  the  percentages  of  animals  con¬ 
demned  for  various  reasons. 

It  will  be  observed  that  of  the  38  cows  killed,  22  or  57-9% 
were  affected  with  disease  in  varying  degrees.  The  majority 
of  these  animals  were  aged  cows,  which  had  finished  their  use¬ 
ful  career  as  milkers. 


Various  Organs  condemned  as  unfit  for 
Human  Consumption. 


Attention  was  given  to  ensure  sanitary  conditions,  regular 
removal  of  garbage,  and  periodic  limewashing. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

During  the  year  proceedings  were  instituted  against  a 
butcher  in  the  area  in  respect  of  offences  under  the  above  regu¬ 
lations. 

The  charges  were:- 

1 —  Four  charges  of  failing  to  give  notice  of  intention  to 
slaughter,  as  required  by  article  8  of  the  regulations. 

2 —  Two  charges  of  failing  to  give  notice  of  disease  as  re¬ 
quired  by  article  9  of  the  regulations. 
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3 — Two  charges  of  removing  the  carcase  or  organs  without 
authorisation  as  required  by  article  10  of  the  regulations. 

The  charges  were  heard  at  Gateshead  Count}'  Petty 
Sessional  Court,  when  two  charges  of  failing  to  give  notice  of 
slaughter  were  dismissed,  and  convictions  obtained  in  the  re¬ 
maining  six  charges. 

These  six  charges  were  the  subject  of  an  appeal  to  Quarter 
Sessions,  when  three  of  the  convictions  were  upheld  and  three 
dismissed. 

The  three  convictions  upheld  were:- 

1 —  Two  convictions  for  failing  to  give  notice  of  slaughter  as 
required  by  article  8  of  the  regulations. 

2 —  One  conviction  for  failing  to  give  notice  of  disease  as 
required  by  article  9  of  the  regulations. 

The  fines  imposed  totalled  £25  and  £15-15-0  costs. 

A  local  farmer  was  also  prosecuted  under  article  8  of  the 
regulations  for  failing  to  give  notice  of  slaughter. 

A  conviction  was  obtained  and  a  fine  of  10/-  imposed. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

During  the  year  3  new  licences  were  granted  under  this 
Act,  and  15  licences  were  renewed. 

The  Act  has  been  applied  to  sheep  by  resolution  of  this 
Authority. 

One  contravention  was  reported  and  dealt  with  by  means 
of  a  warning  letter. 
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VIII.  — SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious  and 

Other  Diseases. 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  infectious  diseases 
during  the  year  -  1,008  as  compared  with  637  for  1937. 

This  is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  increase  in  Measles 
(394  as  compared  with  187)  and  German  Measles  (182  as  com¬ 
pared  with  4)  in  1937. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  Scarlet  Fever  dropped  from 
148  to  90,  and  Diphtheria  from  97  to  79  in  the  same  period. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year, 
and  3  deaths  from  Diphtheria,  which  compares  favourably  with 
1937,  there  being  2  and  6  deaths  respectively  in  that  year. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  prevalent  throughout  the  area,  while 
Diphtheria  was  very  largely  confined  to  the  Dunston  Area. 

No  action  was  taken  to  provide  artificial  immunization. 

s  There  has  been  no  change  in  arrangement  for  isolation  of 
)  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Lots  of  infectious  bedding  stoved  ...  ...  163. 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases  ...  256. 

The  graph  on  page  32  shews  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria, 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Tuberculosis  in  the  area  for  the  eight  years 
period  1931  -  1938. 
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Graph  shewing  incidence  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever  and  Tuberculosis  in  the 
Whickham  Area  during  the  8  years  period  1931  -  1938 
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Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  1938. 


Diseases 

Total  Cases 
notified 

AGE  GROUPS. 

Cases  admitted 

to  hospital. 

Total  Deaths 

Under 

1  year 

1  -  2  years 

C/5 

U 

n 

CO 

CM 

3  -  4  years 

4  -  5  years 

5- 10  years 

10  - 15  years 

C/5 

5 

A) 

>) 

O 

CM 

t 

»o 

20  -  35  years 

C/5 

5- 

d 

Ci> 

>> 

*o 

»o 

CO 

45  -65  years 

65  and  over 

Smallpox 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

90 

3 

3 

4 

4 

9 

31 

25 

8 

3 

80 

Diphtheria  ... 

79 

5 

5 

4 

7 

20 

21 

9 

5 

2 

1 

77 

3 

Enteric,  including 

Paratyphoid 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

4 

2 

2 

1 

Chickenpox... 

190 

8 

16 

12 

18 

39 

91 

5 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  ... 

23 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

8 

3 

2 

Measles 

394 

19 

80 

53 

51 

69 

105 

10 

3 

2 

1 

I 

1 

2 

German  Measles 

182 

10 

16 

12 

11 

22 

94 

17 

Pneumonia 

41 

1 

2 

4 

3 

3 

4 

2 

1 

8 

5 

6 

2 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis... 

Encephalitis 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1008 

41 

122)90 

91 

149 

346 

81 

23 

24  ! 

17 

18  1 

6  i 

162 

13 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  1938. 


1 

Diseases. 

Totals 

MONTHS. 

Wards 

1  Jan’y 
Feb’y 

March 

April 

May 

J  une 

July 

Aug’t 

Sept. 

Oct’er 

V 

o 

£ 

Dec’r 

Dunston 

*6  u 

£  & 

s:  £ 

Swalwell 

Mar.  Hill 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

90 

10  4 

12 

4 

3 

8 

13 

3  16 

10 

4 

3 

27 

31 

12 

20 

Diphtheria  ... 

79 

8!  5 

4 

1 

5 

2 

8 

5  14 

8 

10 

9 

46 

12 

3 

18 

Enteric  (Paratyph'd) 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

l 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  ••• 

41 

5  3 

6 

5 

5 

4 

1 

1 

5 

6 

26 

9 

3 

3 

Cerebro-spin.  Fever 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

Encephalitis  Leth'ca 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

Erysipelas  ... 

23 

3  1 

3 

3 

5 

2 

2 

4 

12 

5 

o 

O 

3 

Chicken-pox 

190 

16!  6 

11 

26 

48 

30 

3 

1  2 

7 

15 

25 

63 

76 

9 

42 

Measles 

394 

2317 

59 

134 

111 

33 

9 

2  2 

1 

3 

329 

39 

10 

16 

German  Measles 

182 

57  27 

49 

29 

7 

3 

3 

4 

1 

2 

163 

18 

1 

Psittacosis  ... 

— 

1308 

126  63 

144 

202 

179 

85 

39 

11  41 

30 

44 

44 

667 

192 

41 

108 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

All  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  are  now  notified  direct 
to  Durham  Count}''  Council  by  the  Practitioner  in  attendance. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  1938. 


Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 

Non -respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  yr. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  —  5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—15 

1 

3 

5 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

15  —  25 

2 

4 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

25  —  35 

6 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  —  45 

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  —  55 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

55  —  65 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

12 

ii 

3 

3 

2 

— 

1 

Sex 

No.  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  Register  at  commence¬ 
ment  of  year. 

No.  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  Register  at  end  of  year. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul- 

monary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul- 

monary 

A4ale 

67 

91 

79 

93 

Female  ••• 

53 

86 

61 

86 

Total 

120 

177 

140 

179 
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Removals  from  Register. 


Reasons. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul- 

monary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Died  •••  •••  ••• 

2 

1 

2 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 

9 

1 

i 

1 

Removed  from  district  ••• 

2 

1 

i 

1 

Recovered... 

— 

— 

3 

1 

6 

3 

5 

5 

Cases  notified  during  1938. 


Total 

Dunston 

Whic’ham 

Mar.  Hill 

Sxvalwell 

Respiratory  . 

29 

19 

6 

i 

3 

Non- Respiratory 

14 

10 

0 

2 

2 

Total 

43 

29 

6 

3 

5 

,1  - 


